[Microbiological Surveillance Network in the Valencian community].
Computerization of microbiological laboratories generates an enormous amount of data that has not been fully exploited due to the heterogeneity of the information systems used. The aim of this paper is to present the Microbiological Surveillance Network of the Valencian Community, which provides real-time detection of circulating microorganisms and resistance patterns, and enables microbiological surveillance in the public health setting. We describe the Microbiological Surveillance Network of the Valencian Community, an information system that gathers, analyzes and disseminates the results of microbiological testing to health professionals in our setting. Development of the Microbiological Surveillance Network has made available a centralized system with the results from all the microbiological analyses performed in hospital laboratories of the Valencian Community. This effort provides valuable information for public health, and for studies in research and quality. In addition, it demonstrates the important role of microbiology within the field of medicine and public health.